23-25 October
chairman a declaration so ambiguous that it has been referred
to the chairman's sub-committee in order that M. Maisky
may ''elucidate certain aspects of his statement.'* It stated that
the non-intervention agreement had turned out to be an
empty, torn scrap of paper, and that the Soviet Government
sees only one way out—to give back to the Spanish Govern-
ment the facilities to purchase arms outside Spain. In any case,
the Soviet Government is compelled to declare that it cannot
consider itself bound by the Agreement for Non-intervention
to any greater extent than any of the remaining participants.
Count Grandi immediately retorted that, though he had
listened with great attention, he was quite unable to make
head or tail of it. M. Maisky replied that it was perfectly plain,
and he had nothing to add. The committee found itself more
in agreement with Signer Grandi. The statement apparently
means that Russia will break the agreement pari passu with the
breaches of others, reserving the right to withdraw later. There
is little doubt that the whole declaration is an elaborate piece
of face-saving. Moscow has prudently shrunk from destroying
non-intervention, and thus estranging herself from the Western
democracies, but has disguised this change in policy for the
Russian public.
an epstein sculpture disfigured
Mr. Epstein's sculpture "Day," over the London Transport
Board's headquarters in Westminster, was disfigured with a
mixture of tar, petrol, and carbolic acid. When soap and water
were applied to fetch it off the figure turned bright blue. Later
the swastika design was found painted on the foundation-stone
of the building with the same mixture.
Sunday 25	germany and italy
The outstanding results of Count Ciano's visit to Germany
are the German recognition of the Italian Empire of Ethiopia
and the formal description of the Spanish insurgent Govern-
ment in terms that can be translated into a full recognition at
a chosen moment. Germany's attitude of "correct neutrality"
in the Abyssinian War is contrasted with the attitude of the
League of Nations, which is said only to have prolonged the
struggle by encouraging Abyssinian resistance. Care is taken
to point out that the statement about Spain does not recognise
General Franco's National Government, but only the convic-
tion of the two countries that he has found support in a large
part of Spain and is accomplishing a praiseworthy work.
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